America, No. 178. The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA U.S.A. and the American Ornithologists' Union, Washington DC U.S.A.). Harriers usually roost on the ground, but Merlins usually roost in trees, as did the ones I observed in Israel. Also, we were unable to determine whether or not the raptors roosted in species clusters or were spread out over the rather large field.
Given their different foraging habits, I believe that the species were not roosting together for interspecific information gathering as per the Information Center Hypothesis (Ward and Zahavi, 1973. Ibis 115:517-534) . Rather, the three species found this a suitable roosting area and, through communal use of this area, might have experienced reduced predation pressure.
This is the first record of communal night roost of Merlins in North America, and the first North American record of three species of diurnal raptors from two families of Falconiformes roosting together, although both have been reported from Europe.
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